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A Help to a National Refoymation. | 


—__— 


An AbſtraRt of the Penal-Laws againſt 1 


,Prophanenels and Vice. 


| A Form of the Warrants ifſued out upon Of- 
fenders againſt the ſaid Laws. 


A Blank Regiſter of ſuch Warrants. 


Prudential Rules for the Giving of Informations 
to the Magiſtrates in theſe Caſes, 


And a Specimen of an Agreement for rhe Form- 
ing of a Society for Reformation of Manners in any 
City, Town, or larger Village of the Kingdom. 

' To which are added 

His Majeſty's Proclamations for Preventing and 
Puniſhing /mmorality and Prophaneneſs ;, and the late | 
AR of Parliament againſt Prophane Curſing and 
Swearing ; which are to be Read Foxr times a Year 
by all Miniſters in their reſpeftive Churches and 
Chappels throughout the Kingdom, &c. 


Printed for the Eaſe of Magiſtrates and Miniſters, 
and the Direction and Encouragement of private 
Perſons, who, in any part of the Kingdom, are 
ingaged in the Glorious Work of Reformation, or 


are Religiouſly diſpoſed to contribute their En- 
deavours for the Promoting of it. ' 
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LONDON, 
Pigned he D. A oY of an, yg 4 B. Ay/mor, in Corn« 
fd; TI. Parkewſs, in Cheapptne ; F. Robinjon, and R. $ 
in St. PauPy Church Tard ; T. Goodwms, — oy yg 
Fleer- Sores ; J. Waltboe, in the Terapic ; If. Harrfen, at Lin- 
colns Inn ; S. Heyrich, at Graye- ae lu Hoaboun; F. Fe x, 


in Peftmorſter- Hal ; and F. Dew % belo Cl 
—_ Wetmalfed by «ah wing, \n Ba tbclomer Cl je 


Price $tich'd Four-Pence, Bound Six-Pence, 
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Tothe READER. 


"A $ we have unqueſtionable Authority from our 

Religion, our Laws, and our Government, for . 
the applying our ſelves to the —_— of a Na- + 
tional Reformation, by the Suppreſſing of Prophane- 
neſs and Debauchery; and have moreover the En- | 
couragement of an Approbation of the Methods 
by which the Reformation of Manners hath been car- 
ried on for ſeveral Years paſt with great Succeſs 
in the Kingdoms of England and Ireland, by a confi 
derable Number of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal 
and of the Honourable Judges of both Kingdoms ; fo there | 
is publiſhed in theſe Papers fuch DireRtions for all Per- 
ſons to give their Aſſiſtance in this Pious and Noble 
Chang, that 'tis to be hoped that Men will not 
now eaſily find any juſt Excuſes, under theſe Encou» 
ragements and Advantages, for their declining to aſliſt 
in 1t one way or other, according to their l 
ties and Abilities, who have either a Love to God, or 
Charity to Man, any due Regard to their Duty, or 
to the Welfare of their Country or Poſterity. 
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PTEVIET SM oEDROTE 


By the KING, 


A PROCLAMATION, For Pre- 
venting and Puniſhing Immorality and 


Prophanenels. 

WILLIAM R. 
d &S. AZ Dcreas We cannot but be deeply 
ww Scnlible of the nreat Goodneſs 
FIR £@& and YercyofAl nhtyOop.ln put- 
NS IA ting an End to a Bloody 
2 ON lt 81) and Expenſive TUar, by the Con- 
1) cluſion of an Honourable Peace:ſa 
C Te are not leſs touched with a 
Sy BReſentment,that notwithſfandin 
Je 1b. this and many other great Blel-- 
lings and Deliverances, Jmpiety, ; PR_penencY ul anu 

Jmmozality do ſtill aboundin this ingoom: 
whereas nothing can pove a gr ion yo rd to a 
well-odered Government,where the the Chaiſtlan Faith [s_ 
=F- nan likelter to pzovoke God to withdzaw-- 
ercp any Bleflings from Us, and inſtead there- 
4 y and ſevere Jungments upon this - 
Klngo than 47:7 open and avowed ]actice For Ulice, 
zality and P2ophaneneſs, .whichamongf many | 
zen has tos mar evailed in '*] 
late Pears, to the high 6) Dilueatue of eantobey 6 ons 


A Proclamation. 


the great Scandal of Chaiſtianity, and the ill and fatal 
rample of the reft of Dur Loving Subjects, whohave 
been Soberly Eyucated,and whole Jnclinations would 
| leadthem to the Exerciſe of Piety and Utrtue,did they 

not daily find ſuch CORES repeated Jnſtances of 
oy neneſs andJmpiety,whichhas 
in a great Yeaſure een occaſioned by the I2eglec of 
the Bagiſtrates not putting in Execution thoſe goon 
Laws which have been made fo2 Suppeeſling and Pu- 
niſhing thereof, and by the ill Example of many in Au- 
thozity, to the great Oiſhonour of God, and Repzoach 
ofour Religion: TUherefoze, and ot at TUe cannot 
erpect Jncreaſe oz Continuance of the Bleſſings We 
and Dur Subjects Emoy, without —_— Reme- 
dies to prevent the like evils fo2 the future, think 
Dur Selves bound,by the Duty TUe owe to God, and 
the Care We have of the People committed to Dur 
Charge,to pzoceedin takingeffecual Courſe, that Re- 
agion, Ptety and Good Wanners may, accowing to - 

rhearty Deſire, Flourtſh and Jncreale under 


Adminiſtration any Government: and being thereunto |! 


moved by ion Add2eſs of the Commans in Par- 
liament Aſſembled, We have thought fit, by the Advice 
of Dur Paivy Council, ts Jffue this Dur P2w- 
clamation, and do Declare Dur Borel Puryos and 
Reſolution to Diſcountenance and manner 
of Uice, Immozalityand P? ene(s tn all Perſous 
from the higheſt to the loweſt Oegree within this Dur 
Realm,and Prin; a in ſuch who are Jmployed near 


Dur Royal ÞPerfon 3 and that, fo2 the greater Jncou- 
ragement of Religion and Yozality, We will, upon 
all Dccaſions, Dilfinguiſh Ben of Piety and Uirtue 
by Parks of Dur Royal Favour. And Ule do erpet- 
that all Perſons of Honour, o2 in Place of Authority, 
will to their utmoſt contribute to the Otſcountenan- 
cing Ben of Diflolute and Debauched Lives,that they 
5 be vos to Shame and Contempt,may be enfo2- 


fooner to Refo2m their iff Habits and Pract 


es, 
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A Proclamation. 


ces, that the Diſpleaſure of Good Men towards them 
may ſupply what the Laws ( it may 4) cannot whol 
event. And fo2 the moze Cffecual Refozming th 
en, who are a Oiſcredit to Dur Kingdom, Dur fur: 
ther booed: is, and Te do hereby ſtrictly Charge 
and Command all Dur Jud £8, Mayo2s, Sheri 
uſtices of the Peace: and all other Dur Dfficers any 
iniſters, both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, and other 
ur Subjects, whom it may Concern, to be very Ut- 
Þrof and Strict in the Diſcovery and the Effectual 


2oſecution and Puniſhment of all Perſons who ſhall 

e cuny of Exceſſive Dzinking, Blaſphemy, P2o- 
phane Swearing and Curling, Lewdnelſs, ÞP2ophana- 
tion ofthe Lozd's Day, 02 other Diſſolute, Jmmozal oz 
Diſozderly Pzactices, as they will anſwer it to Almigh- 
oy G8, and upon ]Iain of Dur Higheſt Dilpleaſure, 
D (02th moze EftectualP2oceedings heretn, We vo. 
hereby Direct and Command Dur Judges of Afſizes 
and Juſtices of Peace to give ſtricx Charges, at the re- 
ſpective Aſſizes and Seſlions, fo2 the due P2oſecution 
and Puniſhment of all Perſons that ſhall pzeſume to 
Difend in any the Kinds afozeſatd; and alſo of all Jer- 
ſons that, contrary to their Duty, ſhall be Remiſs o2 
Neghigent in Putting the ſaid Laws in Erecution;any 
that they Do at their CORINNE Aſſizes and Quarter 
Seſſions of the Peace cauſe this Dur P2oclamation to 
be publickly Read in Dpen Court immediately befoze 
the Charge is given. And Te Do hereby further 
harge and Command every Miniſter in his retpe- 
tive Pariſh oz Chapel,to Read o2 cauſe tobe Read this 
Dur P2oclamation, at leaſt Four times in every Year, 
immediately after Divine Service, and to incite and 
ſfir up their reſpective Auditoztes to the P2actice of Pt- 
ety and Uirtue, andthe Avoiding of all Jmmozality 
and ]Izophaneneſs. And to the end that all Uice and 
Debauchery may be ]2evented, and Reli any 
Uirtue Pzactiſed by all Dfficers, 6" oldiers, 


Mariners 02 others, who are Jinployed in Dur Ser- 
& Wh vice, 
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A. Proclamation. 


| \ 
vice, either by Sea o2 Land, We do hereby fridly 
Charge and Command all Dur Commanders and Dt- 
ficers whatſoever, That they do take Care to Avoid 
all J2zophaneneſs, Debauchery, and other Jmmozalt- 
| ties, and that by the Jiety and Uirtue of their own 
| Lives and pry moans bo vo ſet good Eramples 
| to all ſuch as are under their Authozity, and likewiſe to 
take Care and Jnſpec the Behaviour and Manners of ' 
all ſuch as are under them, and to Puniſh all thoſe who. 
ſhall be Guilty of any the Dffences afozeſatd, And 
whereas ſeveral TWicked and ÞP2ophane Perſons have 
ined to Pzint and Publith ſeveral Pernictous 
ooks and Pamphlets, which contain in them Jmpt- 
| ous Doctrines againſt the Holy Trinity, and other 
Fundamental Articles of Our Faith, tending to the 
Subverſion of the Chaiſffan Religion, therefoze fo? 


and fo2 the P2eventing fuch Tmpious Books and 


e do hereby ſtrictly Charge and Þ20hibit all Per- 
ſons that they do notp2eſume to Tite, Point o2 Jub- 
Tifh any firch Pernictous Books 02 Pamphlets, under 


being Juntſhed accowding to the utmoſt Severtty of 
the Law. And Te do hereby ſtrictly Charge and Re- 
quire all Our Loving Subjects to Diſcover and-Ap- 
prevend ſtch Perſon and Jerſons whom they ſhall 
now to be the Authozs 02 Publiſhers of any ſuch 
*Books 92 ]Iamphlets, and to bzing them befoze ſomg 
Juſtice of Peace 02 Chief WYagiſtrate, in ozder that 
they may be P2oceeded again accozding to Law. 


Given at Our Court at Kenſington the Four and twentieth 
Day of February, 1697. In the Tenth Year of Our 


Reign. 
_ 6OD fave the KING. 
F By 
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the Puniſhing the Anthozs and Publiſhers thereof, 
Pamphiets being Publiſhed 02 Painted fo? the future, 


1 
. 
4. 


| 


the Pain of Tncurring Dur Diſh iſpleaſire, and of *] * 
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By the KING, 


A PROCLAMATION, For Preventing 


and Puniſhing Immorality and Prophane- 
nels. | 


WILLIAM R: 
C- ereas nothing cat p2ove a nteater 
Vereas noth ts ad Pe SAT 


=& OCovernment, where the | 
MED far opioiees: nate thr 
« top2ovoke God to dzaw 

| » AYercy and Bleſſings from 
and inſtead thereof toJnflic Idea- 
"Wa UP and Severe Judgments upon 

—_ is Kingdom, than theopen any 

avowed jy 2ACrice of Uice, Jmmozality and 20! 
neſs, which amongſt many Ben has to much Þ 
vailed in this Dur Kingdom of late Years, to the High 


| Difpleaſure of Almighty God, the great Scandal of 


Chaiſttanity, and the ill and fatal Example of the r 
| of Dur Loving Subjects, who have been Soberly 

ducated, and whoſe Jnclinations would lead them to 
the Ererciſe of Ptety and Uirtue, did they not datly 
find ſuch frequent and repeated Jnſfancesof Diffolute 
Living. ]2ophaneneſs and Impiety, which has in a 
great Yealure been occaſtoned by the Meglec of MB 
SLE : a- 


| 
| 


- A Proclamation. 


potting in Execneont hor god Laws 
2uniſhing 


Pagittrates not puttin 
which have beenmave ao 
thereof, and b ill e of many in uthouty, 
Belinions Cetherefore and fo ach 0? Due 
Religion 2 pe 
| DurSut FORT momy beat ne A Sto 
r tes ta 
Seevent the like evils fo2 the future, We think Dur 
Beeven Bound by the Duty £0owe to God, and the 
Care we have of the People Committed to Dur 
Charge, to P2oceed in taking Effecual Courſe that 
Beni, SINCE Manners, may, accowding 
_ toDur Hearty Deſire, Flourtſh, and Increaſe under 
Dur Lands Reon Government; and being 
thereunto moved by the Pious Add2eſs of the Com- 
mons in Parliament Aſſembled, We have t ought 
ft, Dir hp Advice of Our Pzivy Council, to J 


= HS 


to 


N Pt and fetue, b 

Tour. BEE: We do OY Fehat ll 
Contribute x the Foes ons AW 
lute and Debauched Lives, that they being Redu- 
ced to Shame and Cort, may be enfo2ced the 
foner to Refozm their fl Habits and ]Nacices, 
oat the Dilpeatur of Gead Men towards them, 
y what the Laws (it may be) cannot 
wholly 7 Prevent And fo2 the moze Effectual Selva 

Men, who L.. a Dilcredit to Dur Kin 

4 Dur further Pleafure is, and TUe do her 
ſfrialy Charge and Commany all Dur Hrs 
3 


this - 
al Pzoclamation, and do Declare Our Roy: | 
Purpoſe 1220 n, > = 
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- |. Laws in Execution at they do at 


TOCISaTIATIONT 


ay92s, S riffs, Ju Juſtices of modo 
er our 


and Civil pr om _ 
cern, to be very Ds en IE 
and the Effenual Gs 

Perſons who th 


e Gutlty of Moos mg 
Ferre pp Pome —_— and Curſin Letvh; 
nes, ationofthe Lows Day,o:2 oth ere _ 
Tmmo op DiſozderlyP2acices,as they will anſwer 
toAl ghtp God D, and upon Patt of Dur Higheſt Dil 
ar d f02 the moze Effecuail eedin 
-herein, me 4 hereby Direc and Command 
Judges of Afſizes and Juffices of Peace, to gibe tric 
Charges at the reſpective Afſtzes and Seſſfons, fo the 
due Proſecution and Puniſhment of all crſonsthat 
ſhal enune to Offend in any the on 5 there Duty 


and alſo of all perſons that, contrar 
ſhall be Remiſs o2 ” x ent in ] wy 


ative Afſtzes and --2 Seſſions of the er relp 
cauſe this Our P2oclamation to be publickly Read 
fn open Court immediatel og the Charge ts -Ls 
_ non py 00 herevy arty cpentve Pri 0} Cha 
mand every Miniſter in his reſp 02 Chas 
pel, to Read 02 cauſe to be Read 
- mation, at leaſt Four times in every uy immedt- 
ately after Otvine Service, and ta mcite and ſtir u 
their reſpecnive Auditozics to the Practice of Piety 
RUE; and the Avoiding of all Tmmozality any 
Poophanenels. And to the end that all Uice any 
ebauchery may be pzevented, and Religion and 
Cirtue P2actiſed by all Dfficers, Pawvate Soldiers, 
ariners and others, who are Imploye in Dur 
BETATL, LAFer by Sea 02 Land, e do hereby 
arge and Command all Dur AA... 
and Dfficers whatſoever, That they do take Care to 
Avoid all ÞP2ophaneneſs, Debauchery and other Jm- 
mozalities, and that by the Ptiety and Uirtue of Fei 


Hf £ A &@ 


Proclamat _— 


| own eva any Converſations they 00d Ex 
| Cs is all ſuch as are Under theſe uthozity, 
| _ any ipettſe take Care and Jnſpect the Behaviour 

| anners of all ſuch as are under them, and fo 


AB alt thoſe who ſhall be Guilty of any the D ffen- 
| ces afozeſaid 


Given at Our Court at Kenſington the Ninth Day of 


December, 1699. In the Eleventh Year of Our | 
Reign, 


G OD fave the KING. 


TT 
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Anno Sexto & Septimo 


GULIELMI III. REGIS. 


An AS for the more Effectual Suppreſſeng Pro» 
phane Curſing and Swearing. 


Hereas it is found by Expe- 
>J rience, that an ACt of 
7 Parliament made in the 
SY One and twentieth Year of 
RE the Reign of King James 
KK the Firſt, Intituled, An AF 
BY to Prevent and Reform Pro- 
phane Swearing and Curſirh, 
& hath proved IneffeCtual ro 
the Suppreſſing of thoſe de- 
teſtable Sins, by reaſon of ſome Deficiencies in 
the faid ACt : Be it therefore EnaQed by the King's 
moft Excellent Majeſty, by and with the Advice and 
Conſent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons in this preſent Parliament Afſembled, and 
by the Authority of the ſame, That if any perſon 
or perſons ſhall ( after the Four and twentieth Day 
of Fure, in the Year of our Lord, One thouſand fix 
hundred ninety five) Prophanely Swear or Curſe 
in the preſence or hearing of any Juſtice of Peace of 
the County, Riding or Diviſion, or of the Mayor, 
or other Head Officer or Juſtice of Peace for any Ci- 
B ry 


| 


| 


| 


| 
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Anno Regni ſexto &» ſeptimo 


ty or Town Corporate, where ſuch Offence 1s or 
Mall be committed, or that ſhall be thereof Con- 
victed by Oath of One Witneſs, or by the Con- 


| feſſion of the Party Offending, before any Juſtice of 


Peace of the County, or Mayor, or Baylitt, or 0- 
ther Chief Officer, or Juſtice of the Peace of ſuch 


{| City or Town Corporate, where theſaid Offence ſhall 


be committed, That then, for every ſuch Offence, 
the Party fo Offending, ſhall Forfeit and Pay to the 
Uſe of the Poor of the Pariſh, where ſuch Offence or 


| Offences ſhall be committed, the reſpe&ive Sums here- 


in aſter mentioned ( thar'is to ſay ;) Every Servant, 
Pay-Labourer, Common Soldier and Common 
Seaman, One Shilling, and every other perſan, 
Two Shillings; And in caſe any of the perſons a- 
foreſaid, ſhall after Conviction Offend a Second 
time, ſuch perſon ſhall Forfeit and Pay double ; And 
if a Third time, treble the Sum reſpectively by him 
or her to be paid for the Firſt Offence. 

And it is hereby further Enatted, That upon Neg- 
lect or Refuſal of Payment of the ſaid Forfeiture, 
any Juſtice of Peace, of the County, Riding or 
Diviſion, or Mayor, or other Head Officer, or Ju- 


ſtice of Peace of any City, or Town Corporate, where | 


the ſaid Offences ſhall be committed, ſhall! and are 
hereby Authorized and Required to DireQ and Send 
his Warrant to the Conſtable, Tythingman, Church- 
warden or Overſeer of the Poor of the Pariſh 
where the Oftence ſhall be committed, or where 
the Offender ſhall Inhabit, thereby commanding 
them, or ſome one or moreof them, to Levy by Di- 
ſtreſs and Saleof the Goods of the Offender, the Sum 
19 Forfeited, for the Uſe of the Por of the Pariſh, 
as 


— 
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Gulielmi III. Repzs. 


as aforeſaid; And in caſe no ſuch Diſtreſs can be 


| had, then every ſuch Offender, being above the Age 
' of Sixteen Years, ſhall, by Warrant under the Hand 


and Seal of the ſaid Juſtice of Peace or other Officer, 
as aforeſaid, be publickly ſet in the Stocks for the ſpace 
of One Hour for every ſingle Offence, and for any 
Number of Offences, whereof he {ſhall be Convicted 
at one and the ſame time, then Two Hours; And if 
the Party Offending be under the Age of Sixteen Years, 
and hall not forthwith Pay the {aid Forfeitures, then 
he or ſhe ſhall, by Warrant, as aforeſaid, be Whipped 
by the Conſtable, or by the Parent, Guardian or Maſter 
of ſuch Offender in the preſence of the Conſtable. 

i Andbeit further EnaQted, That if any Juſtice of 
the Peace, or Chief Magiſtrate, ſhall wilfully and wit- 
tiogly omit the Performance of his Duty in the Exe- 
cution of this AR, he ſhall Forfeit the ſum of Five 
Pounds, the one Moiety to the Uſe of the Informer, 
to be Recovered by AQtion, Suit, Bill, or Plaint, ina-. 
ny of His Majeſties Courts at Weſtminſter, wherein no 
Eſſoign, ProteCtion or Wager of Law ſhall be Allow- 
ed, nor any more than one Imparlance. 

Anditis hereby further EnaQted, That if any AQti- 


- on or Suit ſhall be Commenced or Brought againſt a- 


ny Juſtice of Peace, Conſtable or other Oiticer, or 
Perſon whatſoever, for doing or cauſing to be done 
any thing in purſuance of this A&, concerning the 
{aid Offences, the Defendant, in ſuch Attion, may 
Plead the General Iſſue, and give the Special Matter 
in Evidence; And if upon ſuch Adtion Verdi& be 
given for the Defendant, or the Plaintiff become Non- 
fuit, or Diſcontinue his Attion, then the Defendant 
{hall have Treble Coſts, R 

| [Or 
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| 


Anno Regni ſexto &» ſeptimo, &c. 
Provided always, and it is hereby EnaQed, That 


| ho Perſon ſhall be Profecuted or Troubled for any 


Offence againſt this Statute, unleſs the ſame be Pro- 


{| ved or Proſecuted within. Ten Days next after the 
|| Offence committed. 


& Andit is further EnaCted by the Authority afore- 


S faid, That this AQ ſhall be publickly Read Four ſe- 
| veral timesinthe Year in all Pariſh Churches, and all 
I Publick Chapels, by the Parſon, Vicar or Curate of 
_ the reſpeCtive Pariſhes or Chapels, immediately after 


Morning Prayer, on Four ſeveral Sundays ( that 1s 
to ſay) the Sunday next after the Four and twentieth 
Day of J«#ze, the Nine and twentieth Day of Septem- 
ber, the Five and twentieth Day of December, and the 
Five and twentieth Day of March, under the Pain of | 
Twenty Shillings for every ſuch Omifſionor Neglett. | 

o& And be it further Enacted by the Authority afore- 
{aid, That the Juſtice of Peace, Mayor or other Head 
Officer ſhall Regiſter in a Book, to be kept for that 
Purpoſe, all the Convictions made before him upon 
this AQ, and the time of making thereof, and for 
what Offence, and ſhall Certifie the ſame to the next 
General Quarter Seſſions of the Peace for the ſaid 
County or Place where the Offences are committed, 
to- be there kept upon Record by the reſpettive 
_ of the Peace, to be ſeen without Fee or Re- 
ward. 


r., 


4 
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The Lord Biſhop of Londox's Circular Letter to the 


Clergy of his Diocels, for their ſtrictly abferving to 
read, in their reſpe&ive Churches, His Majeity's 
Proclamations and the As of Parlianiext againſt 
Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, for the EfteRing a tho« 
row Reformation of Manners. 


Good Brother, 


Aving been Informed from ſeveral Fands, That His 
Majeſty's Injunftions of February the x 3th, 1654. 
ave not been obſerved of late in ſuch manner, at leaſt, as 
is enjoyned ; I thought it my Duty to admoniſh you of this 
Negleft : And the rather at this time, beranſe {is Ma- 
jefty has declared, in His Speech to Both Houſes of Pars 
liament, That, now he has Leiſure to be with us, One of 
His Chief Cares ſhall be, to ſuppreſs Prophaneneſs and 
Immorality. © Aud would it not be a ſhameful Reproach 
*f0 us, a great part of whoſe Buſineſs it ought to be con- 
*tinually Fo Watch againſt theſe Sins, to be | 22d tardy in 
* thoſe Opportunities which the Laws have given us to warn 
* People of their wicked Courſes > Tau are to take Notice 
likewiſe, That, fince His Majeſty's Injunttions, there is 
another At come out for the mare effeffual Suppreſſin 
Prophane Curſing and Swearing, 6. & 7. Will. II, 
Cap. II. t0 be Read likewiſe. 

I could wiſh, with all my Heart, that the late Silence 
of thoſe Atts and Proclamations, contained in theſe Injun« 
tlions, proceeded from ſo thorow a Reformation in Manners, 
that there were no more need to mention them. 

SIR 
Your moſt Afſurcd Friend 


and Brother, 


Hd. London. 


The Oath of a Juſtice of the Peace. 


"1H A 7 in the County of — in all 
; Articles of the King's Commiſſion to him 
direfted, he ſhall do legal Right to the Poor, 
and to the Rich, after his Cunning, Wit, and 
Power, and after the Laws and Cuſtoms of the 
Realm, and the Statutes thereof made, &c. 


—_——— 


——_——— 


_—— 


The Commiſſion of a Juſtice of the Peace. 


HE C:mmiſſion ſets forth, That be is to 
Conſerve the Peace in the County 

of — and to keep, as well as cauſe to be kept, 
all Ordinances and Statutes made for the Good 
of the Peace, and the Conſervation thereof, and - 

* far the Quiet, Rule and Government of w1is Mas + 
jeſty's People, and in all and every the Articles 
thereof, according to the Force, Form, and Effet - 
thereof, to Chaſtiſe and Puniſh all Perſons in the + 
* ſaid County offending agzainft the Form of theſe 
* Ordinances and Statutes, or any of them in the 
* County aforeſaid, as according to the Form of 
* thoſe. Ordinances and Statutes ſhall be fit to be 
* done ;. and to enquire of all Conſtables and other 
* Ofticers whatſoever who in the Execution of their + 
* Office ſhall be careleſs, remiſs, or negligent, in.- 
* the County aforeſaid. And of all other things 
*whatſoever, by whomſoever, and howſoever done 
"or perpetrated in the ſaid County, &c. 


} 


The 


- - 
. 
thy _ . ® 


The Oath of a Conſtable, ſo far as it 
relates to his Apprehending Night- 
Walkers, and idle Perſons, and his 
Preſenting Offences contrary to the 
Statutes made againſt unlawful Gam- 
ing, Tipling, and Drunkenneſs, and 
for the Suppreſling of them. 


HE Oath ſets forth, That he is to uſe Dalt. c. 7: 
| his Endeavour that Night-Walkers be 7) eh + 
apprehended. To ſee that the Statutes made 2 liz. 2. 
fe Puniſhing Vagabond, and ſuch idle Perſons, 4 Hen. 7. 
coming within his Bounds and Limits, be duly at a4 
put in Execution. To have a watchful Eye to 1 Jac. c. 7. 


ſuch Perſons as ſhall maintain or keep any Com- Ag 8. 


quent or uſe ſuch Places, or ſhall uſe or exerciſe - ob i. 
any unlawful Games there or elſewhere, contrary , jac. c. 5. 


21 JaC.c.7. 
Offences done contrary to the Statutes made to 1 Jac. c. 9. 
reſtrain the inordinate Flaunting and Tipling in Fay GTo 
Inns, Ale- Houſes, and other Vidtualling- Houſes, : = <A 
and for Repreſſing of Drunkenneſs; and that he | 
zs well and duly, according to his Knowledge, 
Power, and Ability, to do and execute all other 
things belonging to a Conſtable's Ofice. 
. 


2 Upon 


The Oath of a Conſtable, &c. 


- - Upon this part of the Conſtables Oath that is 
recited, *tis an obvious Obſervation, That tho' it 
expreſly mentions only ſome particular Sratutes 
againſt” Prophaneneſs and Vice, that Conſtables 
are to be careful that they be put in Execution 
other Atts having been made againſt Offences of 
this kind ſince the Oath was appointed ; as parti- 
cularly - againſt prophane Swearins and Carſing, 
&c. which were not formerly ſo common 
as in this degenerate Age, yet Conſtables are e- 
qually concerned to endeavour to ſee them exe- 
cuted : The Oath telling them in general terms, 
That they are well and truly, according to their Knows 
ledge, Power and Ability, ro do and exccute all other 
things, { beſides what was before ſpecified ) belong- 
31g to 4 Conſtables Office. 

Now, that Conſtables may the better know their 
Power, and how to execute their Office with the 
greateſt EffeR, for the Wppeeſling of Prephaneneſs 
and Debarchery, here is added the Judgment of ſome 
great and eminent Lawyers in ſome 1mportant Caſes 
relating to a Conſtable's Office in the Execution of 
the Laws againſt Prophaneneſs and Vice, \ + bb 

A Conſtable may ſtop any Perſons that he ſhal 
find driving of Carts, Horſes, Cattle, &e. on the 
Lord's-Day, and carry them before a Juſtice of 
Peace; to convict them of Offending againſt the 
Statute 29 Car, 2. cep. 7. without any Warrant 
frem a Juſtice of Peace. 

He may do the like to ſuch as he ſhall find at 
any Sports or Paſtimes cn that Day, contrary to 
3 Car. 1: 

t te find any Tipling 1n Ale-Houſes, &c. con» 
trary to 21 Jac. 1. cap. 7, he may carry them bes» 
fore a Juſtice of Peace, to convitt them, that the 

| | Penalty 


——_ 
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'The Oath of a Conſtable, 8c. 


Penalty may be levied according to that Sratute, 
and the Statute 1 Jac. I. wit 
If he find any Shop-keepers, or other Per- 


ſons, Selling or expoſing to Sale their Wares on 


' the Lord's-Day, he may carry them before a Ju- 


ſtice of Peace, to convidt them upon the Srature of 
I Jac. I. cap. 22. . 

He may take any that he ſhall find Drunk, or 
Blaſpheming, prophanely Swearing or Curling, 
contrary to the Afts of Parliament, 7 fac. cap. 5. 
6, 7 Guliel, cap. 11. & 9 & 10 Guliel, 3. and | 
them before ſome Jultice of Peace, to convict them, 
If he find uy of theſe actually offending in ſuch 
Matters as afore-ſaid, he may, by Virtue of his 
Office, without a Warrant. from a Juſtice, take 
them to a Juſtice of the Peace. 

A Conſtable Headborough, &'c. hath not Power 
to do this all over the County or City,. but is con- 
fined to his own Juriſdiction, and can't go out of 
his Conſtablewick, Borough, &©c. to take any Per- 
{on offending as above, unleſs it be in pi mt of 
one that he apprehends offending within his Juriſ- 
diction, and he eſcapes and runs from him out of 
his Conftablewick ; but when he hath apprehended 
any ſach Offender, he may carry him to the next 


| Juſtice of Peace. 


In Londgn, by the Cuſtom of the City, a Conſta- 
ble is authorized to execute his Office in any Ward 
or Pariſh within the City, and fo it may be in 
other Cities, &c. by Cuſtom ; but otherwiſe, he is 
confined to his PrecinQ, 


It appears from hence, that Conſtables have a 
great Power for the Suppreſling of Prophaneneſs and 
Debauchery, and that it they would conſcientiouſly 

exerciſe 


4 a _ a 


The Oath of a Conſtable, &: 


exerciſe it,as divers of them in ſome parts of the 
Kingdom have of late done with great Succeſs, and 
private Perſons would more generally give Infor- 
mations againſt prophane and vicious Men, we * 
might in a'very little. time ſee a Reformation of 
Alanmers, after the great Progreſs it hath already 
made, much farther advanced And one would be 
apt £o think, that had not made due Obſervations 
upon' the Degeneracy of the Engliſh Nation, and 
particularly of the little Sence the generality of 
Men-in Offices ſeem to have of the Obligation of 
their 'Oaths, ( which ſhould, methinks, give Occa- 
ſion to Legiſlators either to leſſen the Number, or 
alter the Form of Oaths; or' at leaſt to take care 
that they were better diſcharged ) that the' Con- 
ſideration of the Sacrednefs of an Oath, with the 
Deſign - of their” Offices, voluntarily taken, upon 
them, for the Service of their Country, might 
engave' the Generality at leaſt of them, ts a con- } 
ſcientions diſcharye of their Duty ; but however, it 
may be hoped, that it will have ſome Influence upon 
fach as make any pretence to Religion, or com- 
mon Honeſty, or have byt a value for their Repu- 
tation with Men that have a concern for. the 
Hononr of God, or the Welfare of their Country, 
now their Oaths, the Laws, and good Examples, 
are ſt before them ; which may likewiſe be ſaid 
in Relation to Subordinate Magiſtrates that are 
under the ſame Obligations from their Oaths and 
their Religion to execute faithfully their Offices. 


An 
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An Abſtrats of the Penal-Lans 


AGAINST | 
Prophaneneſs and Immorality, 


Commanded to be put in Speedy and Vigorotis Exes 
cution, by His Majeſty's Gracious and Pious Pro- 
clamations, purſuant to the Humble Addrefles of the 
Honourable Houſe of Commons. 


| —_— 


OFFENCES. 


anation of the 

Ws-Day, 

LL Laws in force 
concerning the 
Obſervation of 
the Lord's-Day, 
ſhall be put in 

Execution : This Day is by 

every one to be SanCttifted and 

kept Holy ; and all Perfons 
muſt be careful herein to ex- 
erciſe themſelves in the Duties 
of Piety and true Religion, 

Pablickly and Privately ; and 

every one on this Day (not 

having a reaſonable Excuſe ) 
muſt diligently refort to ſome 

Publick place, where the Ser- 

vice of God is exerciſed, or 

muſt be preſent at ſome other 

Place, (allowed of by Law) 

in the Practice of ſome Reli- 

| Duty, ether of Prayer, 
reaching, Reading, or Ex- 
pounding of the Scriptures, of 

Conference vpon the fame; 


'29 Car. 2.! 


Laws 
and 
Statutes, 


Cap. 7. 


1W.%X M. 
Cap. 18, 


1 El:3.c. 2, 


PENALTIES: 


ee OG 


_— 


OT E, That His 
Majefty's. Protes 
tant Subjects dif- 
ſenting from the 


Church of Enylnd, and qua- 
lifted according to . the late 
Statute of Indulgence, are ex< 
empted from the Penalties of 
the Statutes, 3 Jac. 1 Eliz; 
23. Eliz. 29. Elig. and ſome 
other Statutes. But this In» 
dulgence extends not to ſuck 
prophane Perſons who no 
where attend on the Publick 
Worſhip of God Eftabliſht; 
or allow d by Law; nor td 
any that in Preaching of 


3 Fae. c. 4.| Writing deny the Trinity. 


'Y Suck 


OFFENCES.. 


_— 


Such as; Repair not to 
Church, &c. on Sundays and 
Holidays, | 


One Witneſs, 


Abſenting for a Month, 
If a Twelve-month or 
more, 
If any come not to the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's-Supper 
once a Year, 


None ſhall ſpeak or do any 
thing in Contempt of the 
moit Holy Saciament. 


Whoſoever ſhall diſturb the 
Churchiog Cangregaticn, per- 
-mitted, or miſuie the Teacher, 
-{ Proof ;by Two; Witnefles 
before at) uſtice of Peacc. 


Wholoever ſhall aiftarb any |: 


Preacher: aliow'/din his open 
Sermon-.'or 'Collation, or be 
procuring! orabetting there» 
unto, or: ſhall - Reſcue, C5c. 
any Offender, C9. 

Accu(ation muſt be by Two 
Witneſs, or Confeſſion. 


Such as Meet or Aſſemble 


| <bps 


and 
- Statittes. 


—— — 


o Eliz.c. 2. 


23 Elz. 
cap. T. 
-3 FAC. C. 4. 


1E4d.6:c.1. 


i /.& M. 
cap. 18. 
1 M: cap. 3. 


I Car. C, 'M 


out of their'own Pariſh upon | 
the Lord's-Day, tor any Sports 
or Paſtimes whatſoever ; Or 
ſuch as ſhall uſe any Unlawful | 
Exe:ciſe or Paitime in their | 
own Pariſh upon the Lord's- 
Day. | 


PENALTIES. 


| ———_— 


—_——— — 


Twelve Pence for every 
Detault, to be levied by Di- 
{treſs; and. for want of Di- 
ſtreſs, to be commitred to 
ſome- Priſon, until the ſame 
be paid... V3d. 14, 15. Y. 

Twenty Pounds per Month, 
or torfeiture of Two parts in 
Three of their Eltates. 

Their Names and Sirnames 
to be Preſented : Forty Shil- 
lings-Reward to ſuch as pre- 
ſent them. 

By Oath of - Two Lawful 
Witneſſes, by -Three Juftices, 
Quorum in. to be Bound over 
and Profecuted mm Sefſtons. 

To find Sureties in 50. or 
committed_till next Quarters 
Seffions, and on Conviction 
to Forteit.20 /, 


To be Committed by any 


Jaitice of the Connty to ſafe 


Cuſtotly; atid within fix, days 
the ſaid Committing Juſtice, 


| with - one other Jultice, (-3f 


the Offender; upon Examing- 
tion fhall'be found Guilty ) 
ſhall! C6mmit. him to Gaol 
without Bail, £9c. for Three 


| Months, .-and farther to the 


next Quarter-Seffions, Se, 
Three Shillings and Four 
Pence to the Poor, where, Gc. 
to be-levied by. Diftreis and 
Sale, reſtoring the Overplus, 
C5c.' and for want of Dittreſs, 
to be ſent to the Stocks for 
Three Hours ; but they muſt 
be queſtioned withan a —_ 
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OFFENCES. 


—_ | 


If any Carrier, Wagoner, | 


Butcher, &c. with Horſe, 


Laws 
and 


Statutes. 


Z Car. c, I. 


Wain, or Cart, or Dover with | 


Cattle. ſhall Travel »pon the | 


Lord's-Day by themſelves, or 
any other for them, 

If any Butcher, or any o- 
ther for him, ſhall KHl or Scll 
any Victuals upon the Sunday, 

Two Witnetles, View, or 
Confeſlion, 

If any Shoe-Maker ſhall 
ſhew with intent to Sell any 
Boots, Shots, Gc, on the Sun- 


3 Car. Cc.1. 


I Fac. £.22, 


day, 


If any Perſon of the Age | 
| Cap. 7. 


of I4, ſhall on the Lord's | 
Day, or any part thereof, do 

any Worldly Labour, Buſineſs, 

or Work, ©9c. except Works 

of Neceflity and Charity, 

If any Perſon ſhall Cry, 
Shew forth, or put to Sale, 
any Wares, F:nit, Goods, Cc. 
except Milk only, before the 
Hours of Nine in the Morning, 
& after four in the Afternoon, 

No Drover, Horie-Coucrler, 
Wagonzr, Butcher, Higler, or 
any of their Servants, ſhall 
Travel, or come to their Inns, 
on the Lerd's. Day. 

' No Perſon ſhall uſe to Tra- 


29 Car, 2. 


29 Car. 2. 
Cap. 7. 


29 Car. 2. 
Cap. 7. 


vel upon the Lord's-Day with ; 
any Boat, Wherry,. £5. ex- | 
cept allow'd by one Juftice of | 
Peace (o to do, | 


By View, Confeſſion, or | 
one Witneſs, | 


MAI <AAX 


29 Car. 2. 
Cap. 7. 


] 


PENALTIES. 


Ee — 


' Twenty Shillings for every 
Offence, to be levied by Di-. 
ftreſs and Sale, to the Uſe of 
the Poor. 


He ſhall Forfeit Six Shil- 
lings and Eight Pence, if que- 
ftioned within Six Months; 
to be Levied, Gc.-or may be 
Sued for ia Selljons, Sc; 

He ſhall Forfeit the Value 
of every (uch pair, and allo 
Three Shilliags - and Four 
Pence for every Pair. 

He ſhall Forfeit Five Shils 
lings fox every Qftence, 


He ſhall Forfeit the ſaid 
Wares, Fruit, Goods, E9c, ta 
the Uſe of the Poor. 


| The Forfeiture is Twenty 
Shillings for every Offence, 


The Forfeiture is Five Shil- 
lings for every Offence. The 
| Conviction upon the Statute 
| muſt be before any Juſtice of 
| the County, 9c, who ſhall 
| give Warrant to the Confta- 
| bles, fc. to Seize the Goods 
| ſhewed, (Go, and to Levy rhe 
| Forfeitures ' by Diitreſs, Cc. 
CY Tins 
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OFFENCES. 


n_w—w—_—_— 


This At extends not to 


| Arefling of Meat in Cooks- 


Shops, Inns, or Victualling 
Houſes, for ſuch as otherwiſe 


: Cannot be provided ; nor to 


Hackney Coaches that are 


| Licenſed, 


CE 


CH 


Dunkenmeſs, 

A Crime, from- which the 
Ancient Briteirs were free, 
therefore the Laws againſt it 
arg new. 

If any be Convicted for 
being Drunk, by One Witneſs, 
View, or Confeſflion, and the 
Party confefling a good Wit- 
neſs againſt another Offending 
at the ſame time. 
 Ifapy Ale Houſe-Keeper be 

onvicted of Drunkenneſs, he 
s diſabled for Three Years to 
keep any Ale-Houle. 
This Convidtion of Drun- 
kenneſs muſt be within Six 
Months after the Offence 
committed. 
Inn-Keepers, Ale- Houlſe- 


Keepers, or Victvallers, thar | 


ſuffer any of the ſame Pariſh 
to continue Tipling in their 
louſes, 
One Witneſs, View, or Con- 
eflion, and the Party con- 
i11g a good Witneſs againſt 
another Offending at the 
me hav. 
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Laws 
and 
Statutes. 


Ce. 3 Iiſtit. 
fol. 200, 
20TI. 

4 Fac. C. 5. 
21 Fac.c.7, 


7 Jac. c.Io. 
21 Fac.c. 7. 


I Fac. c.9. 
21 Fac. C.7. 


PENALTIES, 


and for want of Diftreſs, ro put 
the Offender in the Stocks 
for Two Hours: The Juſtices, 
£5. may reward the Informer 
out of the Forfeitures, not 
exceeding the Third part. 
Every Perſon muſt be Im- 
peached upon this Act within 
Ten Days after the Offence. 


— — —— — 


The Offender for the firft 
to pay Five Shillings to the 
Chnrch-Wardens, where, Oz, 
within one Week after Con- 
viction, or elle to be Levied 
by Warrant, fc. by Diftreſs 
and Sale; and for want of 
Diltreſs, to fit in the Stocks 
fix Hours. 


For the ſecond Offence, 
muſt be Bound in Ten Pounds, 
with Two Sureries tothe good 
Behayiour ; and for want of 
Sureties, to be ſenr to Gaol. 

It the Conſtable levy not the 
Forfeitures, he Forfeits Ten 
Shillings to the Poor, ve ſupra, 

Ten Shillings to be Levied 
by Diſtreſs, and Sale after fix 
days ; and for want of Diftreſs, 
to be committed till Payment, 
and Diſabled for 3 Years from 
keeping any Ale- Houle, Oc. 

If the Conttable or Church- 
Warden do not Leyy the Pe- 
nalty, or ſhall not certifie the 
want of Diitreſs within Twen- 
ty Days, he Forfeits Forty 


| Shillings, to be levied by Di- 


ſtreſs and Sale, ut ſupra, : 
| I 


OFFENCES, 


” 


—m_——— 


If any Inn-Keeper, Ale- 
Houſe-Keeper, ViQtualler, or 
Taverner, ſuffer any Perſon 
(whereſoever his Habitation 
be ) to continue Tipling in his 
Houſe, 

Two Witneſles, or View. 

Townſmen or others which 


Laws 
and 


Statutes. 


1 Fac.cgp 9. 
21Jac.C.7. 
I Car.cap.4- 


4Jac.cap.5. 


ſhall remain Tipling in any _ C7. 


Inn, Ale-Houſe, or Victual- 
ling-Houle, One Witneſs, 
View, or Confeflion, ut ſupra. 

Conſtables ſhall be charged 
on their Oaths to preſent 
Offences committed againft 
theſe ARs. 

Theſe Statutes do Prohibit 
all Quaffing, and Drinking of 
Healths, ſuch Houſes being 
ſolely appointed for the Ac- 
commodation of Travellers, 
and for the Relief of the Poor. 


ti 


Swearing « Curling, 
If any Perſon ſhall Pro- 


phanely Swear or Curſe in the | 
Hearing of a Juitice of Peace, 
Mayor, &c. or be Convicted ' 
of ſuch Swearing, by One 
Witneſs, or Confeſſion of the 
Party, 

Every Offence againft this 
Act muſt be proved within 
Ten Days after the Offence 
Committed. 

Every Juftice ſhall Regiſter, 


Ee. and certifie to the next 


4 © £ 


I Car.cap.4. 
217Fac.c.7. 
Dalt cap.7- 


217ac.c.20 
3 Car. c. 4. 
17Car. c. 4. 
6, 7 Guel, 
Cap. 11. 


i 


PENALTIES. 


—— 


Ten Shillings to be Levied 


by Diſtreſs, and for want of 
| SatisfaQtion, in fix days to be 
ſold, reftoring the Orerplus ; 
| and for want of Diſtreſs, to be 
committed till Payment, 


Three Shillings and Four 
Pence, to be Levied by Di- 
ſtreſs, after one Wecks Neg- 
lect of Payment 3 or to fit in 
the Stocks four Hours, 

The Conftable for his Neg- 
lect Forfeirs Ten Shillings, wg 
ſupra. | 

Every ſuch Taverner,which 
ſhall ſuffer any Perſon what- 
ſoever to Tiple in his Houſe, 
contrary to the ſaid Statutes, 
ſhall be adjudged within the 
Statute, 1 Jac. Cap. g. . 


He ſhall forfeit for every ſuch 
Offence, to the Ule ot the Poor, the* 
relpettive Sums tollowing 3 every 
Servant, Day-Labourer, common Sok- 
dier, and common Seaman, One 
Shilling z every other Perlon, Two 
Shillings : It any Perſon, atter Con»" 
viction, {ball otiend a Second time, 
ſuch Perſun {ball pay Double ; and it 
a Third time, Trebble the Sum res 
ſpectively to be paid for the firſt 
Offence, Every Jultice, Head-Otfcer, 
&c, may Command the Conltables- 
&c, to Levy the lame by Diltreſs2 
And for want ot Diltreſs,the Offender 
; being above the Age of SixteenYears, 
ſhall be ſet in the Stocks, cor every. 
lingle Oitence, one Hour ;, ior any 
Number, at one and the {ame time, 
| two Hours : It uncer Sixtevn Years 
{ Old, and [hall not pay ihe laze Twelve: 
| pence, he {hall be wh:pp'd by the 
| Conllable;by Warrant of the Jultice, 
| Quarters 


| OFFENCES. 


: —_— 


} 

| Quarter-Seffions of Peace all 
Convictions made before 
| him npon this ACy, and the 
'time of making thereof, and 
| for what Offence. 


{ None ſhall in any Stage- 
| Play, Shew, May- game, Inter- 
| lude, or Pageant, Jeftingly or 
| Prophanely ſpeak or uſe the 
Holy Name of God, Chritt Je- 
ſ{us,the Holy Ghoſt, orTrinity. 


t 
| 
} 


Do EEE 


'Vlalphemy. 


having made Profeſſion of the | 
Chriſtian Religion, within | 
| this Realm, ſhall, by Writing, | 
Printing, Teachipg, or ac- | 
vited Speaking, deny any one | 
of the Perſons in the Holy | 
Trinity to be God, or ſhall | 
aſſert or maintain there are 
mere Gods than One. or ſhall 
devy the Chriſtian Religicn 
> be true, or the Holy Scji- 
ptares of the Old and New 


PINT 


Teftament to be ot Divine 
Authority, and ſhall upon In- 
diXment or Information in 
any of His Majeſty's Courts at 
Weſtminſter, or at the Afſizes, 
be thereof Lawtfully Con- 
yicted by the Oath of Two or 
more credible Witnefles, 
Norte. T his Statute puniſhes 


2»t the Error, but the Impu- | 
Wt of the Oftender. 


Law) 
and 
Statutes. 


PENALTIES. 


or by the Parent, Guardian, or Ma- 
{ter, in the Pcelence of the Conſtable. ' 
Every Jultice, or chief Magiſtrate, wil- 
tully omitting the Performing ot his 
Duty, ſhall torieit Five Pounds, to 
be recovered by Action, The Act of 
the Sixth and Seventh of King 
WILLIAM to be Read four 
times in the Year, wm all Churches 
and Chappek, under the pain of 


On pain of Ten Pounds, to 


wenty Shillings for Neglect thereof, 
reneral Iſſue, &c. Treble Colts, oc. 
37ac. C.21. 


If any Perſon, having been | 9 & 10, 
Educated in, or at any time. Grlzelm, 3. 


 - —_ 


Ne EE EE es " —_ _ 


be divided between the King 
and the Proſecutor, to be re- 
covered by Action, &c. 


For the firſt Offence, ſtall be ad- 
judged incapable, and diſabled in Law 
to #ll Intents and Purpoſes,ro heve or 
i010y any Office or Imployment Ec- 
cletiaftical, Civil, or Military, or any 
Part in them, or any Profit or Advan» 
rage appert»ining to them ; and if at 
the Time of Conviction Poſleſt, &c. 
{uch Office, Place, or Imployment, 
ſhall be void. 

On the ſecond Convidaion, ſhall be 
diiabled to Sue, Profecute, Plead, or 
ute any Aion or Information in any 
Court of Lav/ or Equity ; or to be a 
Guardian, or an Executor, or Admi 
nijtrator, or capable of any Legacy, or 
Deed of Gift, or of any Otfce,Civil cr 
Milicary, or Benehce Fcclehaſtical; arid 
ſhall ſuffer rhree Years Impriſonmenr, 
without Bail, from the Time of th 
Conviction. 

The Information to a Juſtice of 
Peace, to be within four Days for 
Words, and the Proſecution within 


| three Months after. 


To be diicharged of the Penaltics 
incurr'd by the firſt Conviition, on 
Ronunciation, in the ſz>me Court 
where Convicted, within four Months 
after che Conviction, 


Leud 


OFFENCES. 


Let and Diſowerly 
Practices. 


; Keeping of Baudy-Houſes, 
' is againſt the Law of God, 
on which our CommonLaw in 
this Caſe is grounded : There- 
fore the Keepers of Houſes of 
Baudry and Incontinence, 

Reſorters and Frequenters 
of Baudy-Houſes, 

The Ordinary may puniſh Þn- 
continency in their Clergy by Im- 
priſonment;at their ducretion. 

Adultery, Cc. and all Acts 
of Baudry, are Breaches of the 

eace, 

If a Conſtable, ©. has No:+ 
tice that a Woman is in Adul- 
tery, (5c. with a Man, or that 
a Man or Woman of evil Fame. 
is gone to a ſuſpected Houſe, 

One that hath leud Women 
found in his Houſe, common 
Whore-Mafters, or Whores, 

Strangers, or others, that 
are ſuſpicious, that walk by 
Night,” eſpecially if they baunr 
leud Houſes, or keep ill Comm. 
papy, or commit Outrages, 

Juffices niuſt do their Duty, 


Tdlers that refuſe to Work, 
and Diſorderly Perſons, | 
Waadring Rogues, &c, 


If the Canſtable puniſh 
them not, | 


MAI <AAMA 


Laws 
and 


Statutes, 


1Vent. 53. 
Co-3. Inſtst, 


Cap. 98. 
I Hen. 7. 
fol. 6. 


1 Hen. 7. 
Cap. 4 


5 Co. I p<. 


27 b, 


Cock 3.Inſt. 
Dal. f.224; 


7 Jac.cap.4. 
39E!r7.c.4. 
43 El: IC. 2. 


4 Hen. 7. 
Cap. 12, 


39El:z.c 4. 
1749,C4þ.7. 


PENALTTIES. 


—— 


Are to be Puniſhed, beitig 
4 Common Nuſance, by In- 
dictment at Common Law, 
by Fine and Impriſonment. 


To be Bound with Sureties 
to the good Behaviour, 


For which an Indi&tment 
will lie. 


He may take Help with him, 
and if he find them fo, he may 
carry them to Priſon, or to a 
Juſtice, to be Bound over and 
Profecured, 


To fhnd ſafficient Sureties 
for the Good Behaviour, 


On pain of being put out'of 
Commiſſion, ard other Puniſh= 
ment according to demerits. 

To be Comniitted to the 
Houſe of Correction. 

Tobe Whipp'd, and ſent to 
the Place of Birth ; or if that 
not known, where laſt dwelt 
tor one Year, or laft paſſed. 

He Forteits Ten Shillings, ta 
be Levicd by a Warrant from 
Two Juktices, Such 


OFFENCES. 


—— 


Such as ſhall notApprehend 
| Rogues, Cc. being at their 
' Doors, Two Witnefſes, or 
| Confeſſion, 

Every Conſtable, £9c. who 
| does not puniſh ſuch as are 

brought to him, 

' Such as difturb the Puniſh- 
| ment of Rogues, &c. 


Officers remiſs in Puniſhing 
of Rogues, Ye. 


Such azrun away, and leave 

| their Charge upon the Pariſh, 

' Such as threaten to run away, 
Two Witnefles, 


If any Woman ſhall have a 
Baftard Child which may be 
\- Chargeable to the Pariſh, 


— 


Gaming, 


Keepers of Play-Houſes, & 
Unlawful Games, Upon View, 


Officers ſhall ſearch every 
Month, 
Such as Play in ſuch Houſes, 
Upon View, 


Such Perſons deſcribed in 
the Act as out of Chriftmaſe, 
ſhall play at Unlawful Games 
any where within the Year, 

Fraud in Play or Betting, 

All Licenſes ro keep Hquſes 
or Places of Unlawful Games, 
ſhall be void. 


| Laws 
| and 
Statutes. 


I Fac. c. 7. 


39Eli;.c.4. 


1 Fac. C. 7: 


7 Jac. C. 4. 


33 Han. 8. 
Cap. 9. 


16 Car. 2. 
cap. 7. 
2,3P.9 M, 
Cap. 9. 


| 
PENALTIES. 


Ten Shillings to be Levied; 
ut ſupra. 


Twenty Shillings to be Le- 
vied, ut ſupra. 


Five Pounds to be Levied by 
Diftreſs, and Bound to the 


4 Good Behaviour by Two Ju- 


ftices, Quorum un. 
Ten Shillings to be Levied 
by Diftreſs and Sale, ue ſupra. 


To be Puniſhed as Roguer, 


C. 

To be ſent to the Houſe of 
Correction, or give Security 
to diſcharge the Pariſh. 

Houſe of Correction for 
One Year, to be ſent by Two 
Juftices, and Bound not to 
Offend ſo again. 


A 


Forty Shillings, and Im- 
priſonment until he become 
Bound by Recognizance to 
keep no mare, 

Forty Shillings. 

Impriſonment until he be 
bound to play no niore, and 
to pay Gs. 8d. to be recovered 
in Quarter-Seſſions, 

Impriſonment, and bound 
to the King to play no more, 
Twenty Shillings by Indict- 

ment in Qzarter-Seſſions. 
Forfeit the Treble Value. 
| Treble Cofts, 


Blank, 


Blank Warrants in Caſes of Prophane 
Swearing and Curling, Drunkenneſs, 
aid Prophanation of the Lords-Day: 


London fſ. To the Conſtables, Church-Wars 
dens, and .Overfeers of the Poor of 
. the Pariſh of St.. Michael Cornhilh, 

and to every of them. 


| Hereas A--« B--- Gent. living, &c. being 
above the Age of Sixteen Tears, ſldndtth 
Convitted before Me of Prophane Swearing Five 
ſeveral times within your Pariſh, upon the Tenth 
Day of July inſtant, this being the Second time 
of his Convittion, Theſe are therefore in His 
Majeſty's Name, to Charge and Command you, 
ant every of you, preſently, upon Sight hereof, 
to Demand of the ſaid A--- B--- the Sum” of 
Twenty. Shillings, for the Tſe of the Poor of 
your ſaid Pariſ according to the Form of the 
Statute in that Caſe made and provided. And rf 
he ſhall refuſe of neglef to pay the ſail Sum, that 
then you preſently Levy the ſame by Diſtreſs and 
Sale of his Goods, rendring to him the Overplug. 
And in Defett of ſuch Diſtreſs, that he be ſet 
publickly in the Stocks by the ſpace of Two 
whole Flburs, and this ſhall be your ſufficient 
Warrant. Given unter try Hantl and Seal 
this  dayof - "II 
Tenth Tea? of the Reign of King William the 
Third, Anno Dom. 169 OE 
ATED | D L.ondoj 


Links f. To' the Conſtables and Church- 
Wardens of St. A--- B--- and to 
every of them. 


WM} Hereas A— B— of Crane-Court 7 
: King-Street, at the Sign of the Kings- 
Arrhs, Vi&taaller, ia your Pariſh, hath been Law- 
fully Convitted before Me, that he, the Twentieth 
Day-of June inſtant, being the Lord 's-Day, 
did. permit divers ( Perſons or ) Companies to 
Tiple i» his Houſe, contrary to the Statutes in 
that Caſe made and provided : Theſe are there- 
fore, in His Majeſty's Name, to Authorize and 
Require you forthwith to Levy the Sum of Ten 
Shiſlings of the ſaid 4— B— by Diſtreſs 
and Sale of his Goods, ( if they be not re- 
deemed within: Six days after ſuch Diſtreſs ) 
for the Uſe of the Poor of your Pariſh, rendri 
to him the Overplus : And in Default of Di- 
ftreſs, or Inability of the Offender to pay the 
ſaid Forfeitures, that you ſee that he be Com+ 
mitted to the Common Gaol, there to remain 
until Payment thereof be truly made. And of 
the due Execution hereof you are to give an 
Account when. it: ſhall be demanded of you. 
And hereof fail mot at your Peril. Gruen un- 
der my Had. aud Seal thns day of 
\' _ in the Tear of the Reign 
of King Wilkam. Anno Dom. x 6 9g 


London 


London fſ. To the Conftables and Church- 
Wardens of the Pariſh of St. 4/7. 
hallows Barkin, and to every of 
them. 


Hereas A— B— # D----Lane, near 

y E---Street, at the Sign of the Red-Lion, 

a Grocer, in your Pariſh, hath been Lawfully 
Convifted before me, that he, the Twentieth 
Day of June ſtant, being the Lord's-Day, 
did, in your Pariſh, by himſelf ( or Servants) 
Exerciſe his Trade and ordinary Calling, with- 
out any lawful Cauſe, contrary to the Statutes 
in that Caſe madle and provided. Theſe are 
therefore, in His Majeſty's Name, to Autho- , 
rize and Require you forthwith to Levy the 
Sum of Five Shillings, of the ſaid 4--- B--- 
by Diſtreſs and Sale of his Goods, for the 
ſe of the Poor of your ſaid Pariſh, ren- 
dring to him the Overplus : And in Default 
of Diſtreſs, or Inability of the Offender to pay 
the ſaid Farfeitures, that you ſee that he be 
ſet publickly in the Stocks by the ſpace of Two 
Hours. And of the due Execution hereof you 
are 0 grve au Account when it ſhall be demanded. 
And hereof fail not at your Peril. Given un- 
der my Hand and Seal this Twenty Seventh 
Day of July, i the Tenth Tear of the Reign. 
of King William the Third, Anno Dom. 169 


D 2 Londas 


London fſ. To the Conſtables, Headboroughs, 

| and Tithing-Men of the Pariſh 
of St. A— B— and to every 
of them. 


Hereas J— G— Efq; 

| was this Day Lawfully Convifted be- 
fore Me of the Offence of Drunkenneſs, by hins 
Committed on the Day of 

in the ſaid Pariſh, contrary to the Statute in 
that Caſe made and provided. Theſe are there- 
fore, in His Majeſtys Name, to Charge and 
Command you, that you ao Require the ſaid 
J— G— to pay for the ſaid Offence, to the 
Church-Wardens of your ſaid Pariſh, the Sum of 
Five Shillings, within One Week now next en- 
ſuing, for the Tſe of the Poor of the ſaid Pariſh. 
And if he ſhall refuſe or neglet to Pay the 
fame, that then you Levy the ſame by Diſtreſs 
and Sale of his Goods, rendring to him the 
Overplus : And in Defef of ſuch Diſtreſs, that 
he be ſet publickly in the Stocks, there to remain 
by the ſpace of Six Hours. And of the due 
Execution hereof yeu are to give an Account 
when it ſhall be demanded. [HHereof fail not 
at your Peril. Given under my Hand and 
Seal this day of in the 
Tenth Tear of the Reign of King William 
bs Third over England, &c. Anno Dom. 
199 


The 


Delivered) To 


Form of a Regiſter - of Warrants iſſued out in Caſes of Prophaneneſs and Debauchery, containit 
© the Offender's Name, Offence, Place of Abode, the Day of his Conviction, the Name of tl 
. Officer to whom the Warrants are delivered, uſeful for the Calling of Conſtables, Churc 
' Wardens, and Overſeers of the Poor, toan Account, at the Seſſions, or otherwiſe, for the Executic 
2 of them, and the Application of the Money thereby levied to the Ule of the Poor. 


7.B. . 


ori _— —— — 


Conftable. 


bem} 


A Warrant 
dated 


Fub 2. 


in the Pa- for Levying 


S: Clem? | 


CI EI nm ——_— 


Prophanation- of | 
the Lord's-Day, 
by permitting 
Tipling, or Ex- 
ercifing lus Trade 


| for the Offence of | Conviction | Committed 
Swearing 2. Firſt, 
Curling 5. | Second, 
* Third. 
Drunkenneſs. 


in the Pa-! 
riſh of 


how Execut 


Paid 144% 
Goods ſeize 
or Stocks. 


— 


of £ A. A 


F il 


Some Prudential Methods that have been 


Recommended'to thoſe that give Informations 
. againſt Prophaneneſs and Debanchery in and 

about the Cities of London and Weſtminſter ; 

and particularly to the Members of the ſe- 
_ veral Religious Societies that have adted in 
the buſmeſs of Reformation. | 


l. O give no Information where the 
| Matter of Fa& is any ways doubtful. 
11. Particularly as to Drynktenneſs to uſe 

Caution and Prudence in judging when a Man 

is Drunk. Tho' a Man that cannot ſtand 


\ * upon his Legs, or that reels or ſtaggers as he 


goes along the Streets, and 1s heard to faulter 
remarkably in his Speech, unleſs in Caſe of 
ſome known natural Infirmity or Defect, may 
ordinarily be preſumed to be Drunk. 

ITI. As to Prophane Swearing and Curfrag, 
it may be adviſable, that they remember the 
Words of the Oath, or Curſe, that they may be 
able to repeat them it it be required, 

IV. As to Permitting of Tipling, which, in 
Striftneſs of Law, is puniſhable upon any Day, 
it has been thought adviſable to take Notice 
only of what is done on the Lord's-Day. 

V. As to the Prophanation of the Lord's- 
Day, by the Exerciſe of any Trade, or ordi- 
nary Calling, to Inform againſt ſuch as they 
ſee Offending by the Weighing, Meaſurivg, 
Bargaining tor, or Delivery of Goods, or 

| Recetving 


Receiving Money' for then ; as alſo againth 
Bakers appearmg m the Streets with their | 
Baskets, or Barbers with their Pot, Baſon, 
or' Perivig-Box ; - Shoemakers,” Taylors, Hat- 
ters, or other Tradefmen, carrying out. their 
Work and Wares 'and againſt -all kind 'of 
Manual © Labour, except in Caſes of Neceſſity 
and Mercy. + + » | 
VI. As to the Expofing Goods to Sale on 
the Lord's-Day; it it be by thoſe that live 
in Cellars, not to inform againſt them unleſs 
they are ſeen: ro fell their 'Goods, bera\ 
ſuch Perſons have ſome Pretence for keeping 
open their Cellar Doors, or Windows, for the 
Benefit of the Light, or Air: But if any 
Wares, Fruits, \Gc.' be Expoſed without 'or 
above fuch Doors or. Windows, - or in'cany 
Shops with the Windows open, or upon 
Stalls, whether belonging ' to the Peribns 
that own ſuch Goods, or nor, and tho' there 
be nothing ſeen'to be ſold, theſe are ſufficient 


- 


Grounds of Information. TE 
VF. Not 'to uſe any Artifice to provoke 
or draw in others to the Breach of the Laws, 
in the Inſtances afore-mentioned, or any of 
the like kind; that they may- have an Occa- 
ſibnt to inform againſt them. | 
VIII. That'in all their Applications to 
the Magiſtrates, they behave themſelves to- 
wards them with Deterence and Reſpet. ' 


A Spe 


A Specimen of an, Agreement for the Form- 


. ing of a Society for Reformation of Man- 


ners 7 any City, Town, or Village of the 
Kingdom, where there are But Three or Four 
Pious Perſons :that are willing to unite in 


ſuch a Society by their Subſcribing this or 


ſeme other Agreement of this nature, which 
2s earneſtly recommended to thoſe that are 
piouſly diſpos 4 to give their Aſſiſtance in the 
Work 'ef Reformation: | 


LY 31 


F'Y outof a:Senſe of the Duty we owe to 
Almighty God, in purſuance of His Majeſty's 
Proclamation for the Diſcouragement and Proſe- 
cution of Debauchery and Prophaneneſs, and for 
the Suppreſlingof them, do agree as followeth. 


\T.. That we meet Weekly at —— under 
the Penalty of —— for each Default, without 
2 juſt Cauſe, to conſult how we.may be moſt 
ſerviceable tn Promoting the Execution of the 


Laws againſt Prophaneneſs.and:Debauchery. 


I, That we uſe all proper means to; prevail 
with Men of all Ranks toconcur with us in this 
Deſign, eſpecially fuch as are under rhe Qbli- 
gation of Oaths to do fo ; and in order ro;their 
acting vigorouſly therein, That we endeavour 
to perſuade them to form'themſelves into So- 
cieties, at leaſt to have frequeyt Meetings tor 
this purpoſe. © HI. That 


TE whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſcribed, 


11. That we encourage and aſſiſt'Officers 
in the Diſcharge of their-Duty of- Difcover- 
ing Diſorderly Houſes, of taking up of Offen- 
ders, and carrying ' thetn before rhe "Mapi- 
ſtrates, and moreover endeavour to afliſt borh 
Magiſtrates and Officers, by giving Informati- 
ons our ſelves, as we have Opportunity. | ' 


I'V. That, for Order ſake, every Member 
in his turn be Chairman, ( unleſs any defire 


' to be excuſed ) for Four ſucceſſive days of 


Meeting : That as ſoon as four Members are 


- mer the Chairman, or in his abſence the 


next in order upon the Lift, ( that ſhall be 
made for that purpoſe ) ſhall take his Place; 
and that from that time, to the breaking up 
of the Meeting, we forbear all Diſcourſs of 
publick News, or our private Afairs ;' as aMo 
all unneceſſary Diſputes upon ſpeculative and 
congroverſial points of Religion. 


V. That when any thing is propoſed and 
ſeconded, the Chairman ſhall put it to the 
Queſtion, which ſhall be derermined by the 
Majority, and fuch Determination, till alter'd 
by a Majority at another Meeting, ſhall gene- 
rally conclude every Member of this Society, 
unleſs contrary to the Word of God, the Law 
of the Land, or any one's Conſcience. 


E VI. That 


AM 49. #*%. 


__ Vi-Thatif upon any Matter in Debate the 
Voices;are;equal, the Queſtion ſhall he again 
propoſed by the Chairman at the ſame Meeting, 
if more of the Members come in, or otherwiſe 
at thenext, or ſome/other Meeting. 


VII.. That it be part of the Office of the 
Chairman, to take Notice of the Breach of any 
of our Orders, to enquire of every Member how 
he hath diſcharged. the Buſineſs that was 
alotted. him at. the, laſt Meeting, and what 
Difficulties he hath met with, in order to find 
out proper Remedies : To read over:the Apree- 
ment of this Society once a Month : . To read 
over the minutes of what hath been reſolved 
upon, at the end of every Meeting, and the 
Liſt;.of the Members, and to go or ſend to 
ſuch .as have been abſent twice ſucceſſively, 
without a juſt Excuſe known to ſome Mem- 
ber of the Society ;':and the next timezany 
ſuch Perſons ſhall be prefent,. the Chairman 
for the time being ſhall put them in mind of 
the great Importance of the Buſineſs they are 
engaged in, and of the Obligations they have 
laid themſelves under, by their Subſcriptions 
to attend the Meetings of this Society. 


V I. That we.endeavour to find out pro- 
per Perſons to be brought into rhis Society ; 
and that no Perſon ſhall be propoſed for a 
Member but when four or more'ot the Society 

are 


are preſent ; and that none ſhall be admitted 
into this Society till they have been propoſed 
at three ſeveral Meetings, and are thought 
to be Men of Piety and Temper; and that 
after any Perſon hath been propoſed a ſecond 
time for a Member, two Perſons ſhall be 
_ appointed by the major part of the Society 


to make enquiry concerning his Life and Con- 
verſation. 


IX, That in Cafes of Difficulty that ſhall 
occur we conſult the Learned in the Law, or 
other proper Perſons, that we by no means 
0 further than the Law will warrant us. 


X. That we keep an exaCt Account of our 
Proceedings in a Book kept for that purpoſe. 


| XI. That the Debates and Reſolutions 
of the Society be kepr ſecret; and therefore 
no Perſon ſhall be admirted to be preſent at 
| any Debate in any Meeting that is not a 
Member, unleſs upon ſpecial Occaſion, and 
by Agreement of the Majority preſent. 


X II. That we look upon our ſelves as 
under a peculiar Obligation to pray for the 
Reformation of the Nation in general, and 

to implore the Divine DireCtion and Bleſling 
| upon this: our Undertaking in particular. 


E z Vid. 


See His Grace the Arch Biſbop of Canterbury's late 
Circular Letter, with the ROY Letters of all the 
Biſhops of that Province, for Perſons frequently meet- 
ing 4nd uniting i” the Work of Reformation, and 
of their Obligation to give Informations to Magi- 
ftrates of the Breaches of the Laws again#t Pro- 
phaneneſs and Immorality, pag. 4, 6. | | 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


| N Account of the Societies for Reformation of 
Manners i: England ard Ireland. With a 
Perſuaſroe to Perſons of all Ranks to be zealous and 
' diligent in the Execution of the Laws againſt Pro- 
phaneneſs and Debauchery, . for the Effetting a Na- 
tional Reformation. Publiſhed with the Appro- 
bation of a conſiderable Number of the Lords 
*Spiritual and Temporal, and of the Honourable 
Judges of both Kingdoms. 
A Help to a National Reformation, &c. 
Abſtracts of the Penal-Laws againſt Prophane. 
neſs and Vice, His Majeſty's Proclamations for 
Preventing and Puniſhing Immorality and Pro- 
phanenels, the late A& of Parliament againſt ;pro- 
phane Curling and Swearing, Blank Warrants, Re- 
giſters, Specimens of an Agreement for the Form- 
ing of Societies for Reformation of Manners, Pru- 
dential Rules for the giving of Informations, &c. 
Sold by D. Brown, without Temple-Bar; B. Aylmer, az the 
Three Pigeons 84n Cornhill; T. Parkhurſt, at the Three- 
Crowns in Cheaplide near Mercers-Chappel ; }. Robinſon, 
at the Golden-Lion, and R. Sympſon, at the Harp, zn Se. Paul's- 
Church- Yard ; T. Goodwin, and W. Rogers, in Fleet-Street ; 
J. Walthoe, #n tbe Temple; If, Harriſon, at Lincolns-Inn- 
Gate #n Chancery-Lane 3 S, Heyrick, at Grays-Inn-Gate in 


Holbourn 5 J. Fox, ## Weſtminfter-Hall ; and ]. Downing, #n 
Bartholomew-Clole near Weſt-Smithfield, 1700, 
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